2 SUFFOLK COUNTY COW SSI ON TO EVALUATE SCHOOL
DI STRI CT EXPENSES AND EFFI CI ENCY
3 OCTOBER 24, 2006
4
5 Hel d at
300 Center Drive
6 Ri ver head, New York
7 6: 00 p. m
8
9 CHAI RVAN LEAQ SLATOR LOU D AMARO
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

file:/lIG|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (1 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

APPEARANCES

Chai rman Legi sl ator Lou D Amaro

Co- Chai rman Legi sl ator Dani el Losquadro
Dr. Seth Forman

Li sa tyson

Nei | Lederer

Dr. Robert Lipp

Pat Byrne

Dr. Joseph A Laria

file:/lIG|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (2 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



12 Alice WIlet
13
14 John C ahane
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

1 10/ 24/ 06
2 CHAI RMAN D' AMARO: Ladi es and
3 gent| enmen, good evening. Thank you

4 very nmuch for taking the tine out to
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cone to this neeting of the Suffolk
County Comm ssion to Exam ne School
Di strict Expenses and Defi cienci es.
To start the comm ssion off this
evening, |'mgoing to ask you to
rise for the pledge of allegiance,

| ead by Legi sl ature Losquadro.

(At this tinme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance was sai d.)

CHAIl RVAN D AMARO  For those of
you who are here this evening to
speak and address the conm ssi on,
| m going to ask you to indul ge us
for a few mnutes. W have soneone
wth us, this evening, who is going
to nake a brief presentation to the
comm ttee, the conmm ssion, rather.
After that we'll get to the public
portion. Anyone who has filled out

a green card and wants an
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opportunity to cone up and share

10/ 24/ 06
your ideas with us this evening, and
again, we appreciate you being here
t oday.

To start off |I would like to
call on Gary Bixhorn, who is wth
Eastern Suffol k BOCES, and we woul d
li ke to thank you very nuch for
hel ping us in what we're trying to
do here. Please go ahead.

MR. Bl XHORN: Thank you. | would
| i ke to thank the conmm ssion for
your invitation to nake a
presentation this evening, and |'1]
do ny best to nove through it as
qui ckly as possible. There is quite

a bit of information here, and |
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18 have done this a few ti nes. | t

19 t akes about half an hour, but Il
20 nove al ong this evening. |
21 under st and you have got tine
22 constraints.
23 | nnovate Long Island is a
24 pl anning effort that the Long Island
25 Association initiated this year. In
1 10/ 24/ 06

2 essence what the LIA wanted to do

3 they wanted to seize the opportunity
4 with the upcom ng el ection and

5 | egi slative session to identify

6 priorities for Long Island, and in

7 essence the LI A engaged in a

8 strategic planning effort on an

9 I sl and-w de basis. The Innovate
10 Long Island work product is a rather
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conpr ehensi ve docunent. There are
copi es available fromthe Long

| sl and Association. | don't have
themfor the commttee this evening.
|"mcertain the association wll
provide themto the comm ssion. The
LI A established a nunber of
commttees in a variety of critical
areas to focus on econom c pl anni ng
for Long Island. They're identified
on the screen. Human resources,

af fordabl e housing, quality of life
education. One of the

subcomm ttees, K-12 costs and

out conmes, are focused on the cost of

10/ 24/ 06
education on Long Island and the

educati onal outcones of students on
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Long I sl and.

The other commttees ook into a
variety of other areas. The primry
goal of each commttee and
subcommttee was to identify certain
action itenms that could be
I npl enented to benefit Long Island
econom ¢ planning. There is a |l ong
standi ng rel ati onshi p between the
LI A and the educational community.

Si nce 1996, when the two groups
started working together, we have
updat ed, we have produced, and
updat ed, reports that focused on
educati onal spending and focused on
educati onal outcones. You may
remenber in the early '90's there
was rather a contentious period

bet ween the business community and

t he educational community, and it
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was at that tine the two groups cane

t oget her and decided that is was

10/ 24/ 06
I nportant to get a set of data upon
whi ch everyone coul d agree. So, at
| east if they were going to disagree
t hey woul d be di sagreei ng based on
facts, that would i nprove the
di scourse between the groups. It
really has grown into a wonderf ul
cooperative effort over the last few
years. | can tell you on Long
| sl and t he business community and
the school community has established
a relationship that is unequal to
any other region in the state. The
LI A has been provided a | ot of

| eadership in ternms of responding to
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the state aid needs of our schools
responding to the CFE situation that
has devel oped over the years. They
establ i shed Long Island Wrks, which
IS a group that pronotes school

busi ness partnershi ps. They have
been at the forefront of
establishing coordi nated efforts

bet ween Long |sland Universities and

10/ 24/ 06

school districts. So, they've
really, really stepped up to the
plate and nmade a difference as far
as education on Long Island is
concer ned.

This report is an update,
provi des an update of past reports.

It is the nbst recent i nformation
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that is available. It is all based
on information that's been bedded
(phonetic spelling) by the state
educati on departnent, state
conptroller's office, the state
departnent of labor. This all cones
fromsources within state
governnment. Basically, what we have
done is we have | ooked at just about
every input possible in terns of
spendi ng, and we have | ooked at all
of the output data avail able from
the state education departnent. Al
of the data in the report is
arranged in 18 different tables.

Each one is docunented in terns of

10/ 24/ 06

t he source data, based on the facts
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that we were able to identify as a
result of analyzing the data. In
each one of those tables we
Identified 20 key facts. Based on
the 20 key facts about Long Isl and
educati on we established a set of
goals, or what we call, priorities
for statew de school finance reform
So, what | would like to do now
I's wal k you through the key facts,
and the conclusions that we drew
based upon these facts. You have
been provided with a copy of the
report, which is the gray docunent
that is in front of you. That
docunment is actually included within
this docunent. But it is an
appendi x to the larger report. \What
you have in front of you is the Cl2

cost and outcone report, which is
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t he subject of ny presentation this
eveni ng.

Key fact nunber one: Long

10/ 24/ 06
| sl and' s el enentary, m ddle, and
secondary school students
consi stently out perform other
students statewide on all the
assessnents and regents exans that
are adm nistered by the state
educati on departnent. However, one
new area that we have | ooked at in
this report. This is not sonething
t hat we have done in the past. W
| ooked at differences between Long
| sl and' s weal t hi est and Long
| sl and' s poorest school districts.

Everyone is aware that Long
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| sl and has 125 school districts.

What we did is we identified 89
school districts that net the
follow ng criteria: K12 educati onal
prograns and had an enrol | nent of
greater than 1,500 students. So,
basically we identified a core group
of school districts, and based out
of those 89 school districts we

| ooked at the results com ng out of

11
10/ 24/ 06

the top nine and the bottom nine.
So, in essence we | ooked at the top
ten percent of school districts and
the bottomten percent of school
districts by wealth data. Walth
was determ ned using the conbi ned

wealth ratio. Conbined wealth ratio
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I's an indicator that has been used
for years by the state education
departnent. It is a neasure of

I ncone wealth and property wealth in
each school district. Wen you fil
out your state incone tax formyou
notice there is a code for your
school district. That information
I's drawn together up in Al bany, and
there is an aggregate per pupil

I ncone established for your
community, and, also, a per pupil
property wealth data for your
community. That information is
pul |l ed together and there is a
conbi ned wealth ratio. What it

allows us to do is conpare wealth

12
10/ 24/ 06
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across the state.

So, we know the relative wealth
of everyone of the 700 school
districts in the state.

The first table that we are
di spl ayi ng shows the outcones of
Long Island students on the
assessnents conpared to students
fromacross the rest of the state.
As you can see, on every one of the
assessnents from grade four English
Language Arts, social studies,
mat hemati cs, science, eighth grade
ELA and social studies, math and
science. In every one of the tests
Long I sl and kids do considerably
better than kids from across the
rest of this state. These are kids
performng at |evel three and four.

Level three and four represents
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ei ther neeting or exceeding the
state's standards.
The ot her thing that even nmakes

t hese nunbers nore inpressive in the

13
10/ 24/ 06

rest of the state is we do not

I nclude New York City data. If we
were to include New York Gty in the
rest of this state those nunbers
woul d be drawn down. So, actually
we are even doing better than this
chart woul d indicate.

The next table is the percentage
of kids scoring 65 or better on
regents exans. That's kids passing
regents exams. You can see, again,
when you conpare Long Isl and

students with the kids in the rest
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of the state, on every one of the
regents exans Long |sland students
do better than kids in the rest of
the state. In essence, the outcones
based on the data for Long Island
students is very inpressive in terns
of by every neasure our kids out
perform students fromthe rest of
the state. What those averages tend
to mask, and the averages are very

| npressive, there are dramatic

14
10/ 24/ 06

differences in terns of performnce
when you | ook at district by
di strict on Long Island.

Earlier | nentioned to you that
we identified the wealthiest and the

poorest districts on the Island, and
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we conpared the outcones of those
districts. In this next table it
gives the data that substantiates
the difference.

Just to | ook at one, these are
the five regents exans that are
requi red for high school graduation.
These are the five nbst common
regents exans. You can see on the
English regent, close to 90 percent
of all the kids on Long Island pass
the test. |If you | ook at those nine
weal thiest districts it is close to
96, 95.7 percent scored 65 or
better. |If you | ook at those | east
weal thy districts the passing rates
drops to 78 percent. If you | ook at

each one of these tests in each one

15
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of these areas there is a
significant gap between the rich and
poor districts.

When you hear politicians, or
educators, tal king about the
achi evenent gap that is what we're
| ooking at right here. The
achi evenent gap on Long I sl and,
based on this analysis and data, is
alive and well. It is sonething
t hat has not been docunmented well in
the past, but there is a
consi derabl e difference between the
performance of kids in those two
groups of school districts.

Key fact nunber two: Long
| sland has a very large limted
English proficient population and it

IS grow ng. Five percent of the
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kids on Long Island are classified
as being limted English
proficiency. These are kids that
grow up in houses where English is

not the first |anguage. |If

16
10/ 24/ 06

you desegregated this data Suffolk
County has a hi gher percentage than
Nassau County. But, if you | ook at
the differences the county of
Cortland County has half a percent
of kids classified as limted
English proficient. Long Island,
five percent. The one thing |I have
to nention in terns of | ooking at

t hese counties, enrollnments in
counties, you have to recognize Long

| sl and when you conbi ne Nassau and
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Suffol k has an enrol |l nent of close
to half a mllion kids, and in sone
cases we are conparing enroll nents
I n counties where the aggregate
enrollnment in all of the school
districts is less than a thousand.
So, you really have to | ook at the
di fferences between the data rel ated
to each one of the counties. |
believe in the Appendi x A of the
report there is a county by county

breakdown of the enroll ment. Wen

17
10/ 24/ 06

you get a chance take a |look at this
inalittle greater detail.

Key facts three and four: Long
| sl and' s percentage of the kids

graduating with regents diplonmas in

file:/l/G|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (22 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Long Island is ranked above the
county at the nedian. A regents
di ploma is a diploma that has
certain criteria established by the
state to allow the child to graduate
wth a regents diploma. It
I ndi cates a certain degree of rigor
In the high school programand Long
| sl and, the percentage of Kkids
graduating with regents dipl onas
exceeds at the nedian in the state.
It is not a large difference.
However, when you consi der the
nunber of kids we have conpl eting
prograns you're tal king about a | ot
of kids, and a |l ot nore kids
graduated with a regents dipl ona
than in other regions of the state.

However, that tends to nask
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significant differences between the
weal thy and | east wealthy districts.
You w Il see a much higher
percentage in the wealthy districts
graduating wth regents dipl onas
than in the |l east wealthy districts.
We'll go back over that data in a
m nut e.

In terns of the percentage of
ki ds going on to post-secondary
educati on, again, Long Island ranks
high, third in the state anong al
counties, 90 percent of our kids
going to post secondary education it
Is far higher than the nedi an of 83
percent and far higher than the
county with the | owest percentage of

kids at 71 percent.

file:/l/G|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (24 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

Key facts six and seven: The
dropout rate on Long Island is | ow
When you conpare it to the rest of
the state dropout data is sonething
that the state has worked on over

the last few years. There are sone

19

10/ 24/ 06
di fferent nunbers in terns of
dropouts and conpl eters. However,
t he nunbers that are used in this
particul ar chart, which are for
conpari son purposes, are accurate,
and it is one of the bits of data
that the state has nmi ntai ned over
| ong periods of tine. It is one of
the few indicators of student
achi evenent that we have any sort of

hi storical |ongitudinal data to
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revi ew,

The next table gives you a
conparison of the kid percentage of
kids in the | east wealthiest and the
weal t hi est districts and how i n each
one of these indicators that we just
tal ked about. You see that in
percentage of limted English
proficiency in the | east wealthy
districts 12 percent of the kids.
Limted English proficiency in the
weal thiest districts, it is |ess

than five percent. Dropout rate in

20
10/ 24/ 06

the poorest district 6.7 percent.
In the wealthiest it is |less than
one percent. Students graduating

with regents diplomas: Least
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weal thy districts 47 percent, the
weal thiest districts 83 percent. A
very significant difference.
Percentage of kids going into

post - secondary education, wealthi est
districts 93 percent; poorest
districts 77 percent. This is

| nportant because there is a
perception that Long Island is
uniformy wealthy. That Long Island
has school districts, and students
who cone fromvery wealt hy

communi ties supported by very
weal t hy honeowners is just not the
case.

When you start | ooking at the
nunbers, and we have nore data al ong
those |lines, Long Island has nany,
many very large school districts

that fall below the state average in
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terns of wealth when you | ook at the
conbi ned weal th rati o,

The next set of facts, eight and
nine, this is really one of the
original findings of the LIA and
the Long Island Education Coalition,
when we started working together,
and this is sonething that has
pi cked up sone nonentumin Al bany
over the years. This is the fact
that state aid dollar, a dollar
comng to Long Island is worth far
less than it is in other areas in
the state, because we have a higher
cost of living on Long Island. A
t housand dollars going to the | owest

cost region in the state is
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equi val ent of $668 com ng to Long

| sland. So, the dollar on Long

| sl and buys only about two thirds of
what a dollar in the | owest cost
regi on purchases. However, dollars
are distributed ion the state aid

format, but has very little to do,

22
10/ 24/ 06

very little recognition of the
regi onal cost differences.

So, when dollars are divvied up
the differences in terns of what a
dollar can buy are not considered in
any significant way through the
state aid format. Wen you adj ust
the per pupil cost of schooling on
Long Island, and you conpare that to

ot her regions of the state, what you
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find is that the cost of the per
pupi |l cost of education on Long

| sland is 6.6 percent |ower than the
regions at the nedian. | nention
the regions. The regions are not
sonet hing that we dreaned up. The
regi ons are based upon the state
departnment of |abor data. These are
the | abor force regions that the
state has established, and the

regi onal cost index is an index that
has been devel oped in Al bany. This
Is not a locally devel oped i ndex.

As you can see, the nine regions are

23
10/ 24/ 06

clearly identified on the map.
On the next table the relative

pur chasi ng power of the other $1, 000
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in the north country buys $1, 000
wort h of goods and services. In
Central New York, which is the
region at the nedian, it buys $883
wort h of goods and services, and on
Long Island, all things being equal,
It buys $668 of goods and services.

Key facts -- again, when we get
to conparison per pupil expenditures
you can see that Long |sland ranks
at $10,017, slightly below the
nmedi an of $10, 727 after you adj ust
regi onal cost differences. |If you
| ook at the unadjusted nunber the
actual per pupil cost on Long Island
s $14, 495,

Key facts 10 and 11. These are
nunbers that people sonetines find
hard to believe, but over the |ast

ten years Long |Island has
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experi enced an average two

24
10/ 24/ 06

percentage point annually in per
pupi | expenditures. The average
annual expenditure for the county,
the nedian was 3.2 percent. Taxes
have gone up a lot nore quickly at a
rate nmuch hi gher than per pupil
expenditures. Expenditures are
basically the budgets that are
establ i shed by the districts so the
districts can control. Taxes are
based upon a conbi nation of

expendi tures and revenues, and what
has happened over the years there's
been a shift in terns of the anount
of revenues that had to be generated

| ocal |y, because the share of the
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funding comng fromthe state has
decreased. That's why the two
percent increase, tends to be
sonet hing that people are surprised
at .

The other thing that inpacts the
per pupil cost is the nunber of

students. One thing people have

25
10/ 24/ 06

tended to ignore over the last ten
years i s that we have experienced
annual ly a 1.8 percent growth in
student enrollnent. Now, on a
year-to-year basis that does not
sound like a lot, but when you | ook
at the inpact over the course of ten
years that's an 18 percent increase

of student enroll nment on Long
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| sland. Most of you probably Iive
In a school district where
construction has occurred over the

| ast few years, or a school that had
been cl osed has been reopened an
renovat ed. Wiat happens as the
enrollment in the rest of the state
has shrunk, enrollnment on Long

| sl and has i ncreased, and,

therefore, the share of kids
attendi ng school on Long Island, the
share of kids statew de attendi ng
school on Long Island has grown
significantly over that period of

tine.

26
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| f you |l ook at the chart that

basically tal ks about the per pupil
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expenditures. You see that is a 20
percent increase during that
ten-year period on Long Island. You
conpare that to the county of the
medi an 3.2 percent a year. |If you

| ook at Wom ng County at the top,
54 percent increase. But what is
happening in many of these districts
t he costs have not gone up 54
percent. As | nentioned earlier,
many counties in the state are

| osing enrol Il nent. When you conbi ne
I ncreasi ng costs and a significant
decline in student enroll nent that
resulted in a huge per pupil

expense. Another thing, that is
kind of interesting, is if you |ook
at this, is the per pupil, neasuring
t he dual inpact of per pupil cost

and student enroll ment, and the
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relatively | ow increase in

expendi tures, as established in the

27
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budgets, and you conpare to what has
happened in terns of what's happened
over the last few years in terns of
property taxes, there is a conplete
di sjoi nt between the two sets of
nunbers. The percent change of
student enrol |l nent, again, over the
| ast ten years shows you there's
been an 18 percent increase on Long
| sland. You can see that the county
at the nedian, that's Oswego County,
has | ost 5.2 percent with enroll nent
drop. That just shows you that
across the state the nunber of kids

enrolled in schools has shrunk
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dramatically except on Long Isl and,
and if you | ook at the district that
has the nunber one rate of

enroll ment is Westchester, the
entire grow h of popul ation, student
popul ation, in New York is occurring
down state, and that is happeni ng at
the sane tine that the population is

shri nki ng upstate.

28
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Key facts 12, 13, 14 and 15,
this is data that cones directly
fromthe New York State Departnent
of Labor. It cones right off the
Departnent of Labor website, and
basically this is information on
teacher's salaries. Wat you wl|

find is that an elenentary, the
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average elenentary teacher's salary
on Long Island is $67, 370, and that
Is only slightly nore than the
stat ew de average of $67,180. These
are not nunbers that are adjusted to
regi onal cost differences. These
are the actual nunbers directly from
t he departnent of |abor. What you
see, and the reason we have

el enentary, m ddle and secondary as
the three groups is basically that
I's how the departnent of |abor
breaks themout. In each one of

t hese categories you can see that

t he average salary for a Long Island

teacher is very simlar to the

29
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sal ari es of teachers across the
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state, and what that tells you is if
Long Island is a higher cost region
basically the teachers on Long

| sland are pulling down essentially
a salary equivalent to the state
average at a nuch hi gher cost

regi on.

The next table just provides a
little bit nore material. The
departnent of | abor breaks out
classified teacher's salaries by
entry level, by nean, average and
experience. And, basically, when
you have sone tinme you can take a
| ook at the definition as to how
they cone up wwth that. Again, in
each one of the categories the Long
| sl and average is very simlar to
the state average.

The next thing we provided for
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you, and there is a |onger |ist
I nside the report, is the |list of

t he occupati ons which are conparabl e

30
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salaries to teachers. You can | ook
through the list and pick out the
salaries and the teacher's salaries
are ranked anongst the other
occupations. This gives you an idea
of the type of work we value simlar
to teachers.

Key fact nunber 16: As a
per cent age of gross househol d i ncone
Long | sl anders spends about 20
percent nore than New York in
general. Long Islanders are nuch
heavi er dependant on the property

tax on Long Island than other
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regions of the state. Wen you
couple that with the fact that our
costs are actually inline with the
rest of the state, our adjusted
cost, then it just shows you there
I S sonet hing occurring where the
support of education on Long Island
had been shifted dramatically
towards property tax.

The third and fourth paragraph,

31
10/ 24/ 06

| just want to point out that, on
Long Island there are 39 school
districts that receive less than ten
percent of their incone fromthe
state. So, those are districts that
are raising 90 to 95 percent of

their revenues wth property taxes.
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Qut of the entire state there is
only 74 districts in that category
on a statew de basis, and 39 of

them or 53 percent, are on Long

| sland. |If you go up to the next
category of school districts these
school districts receive between ten
and 30 percent of the revenues from
the state. There are 55 in that
category, and that is 39 percent of
140 school districts that are in the
state that are only receiving
between ten and 30 percent. [|f you
add together the 39 districts that
are getting |l ess than ten percent
and the 55 school districts

recei ving between ten and 30

32
10/ 24/ 06
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percent, basically 94 school
districts on Long Island are
receiving |l ess than 30 percent or

| ess of their inconme fromthe state.
Those districts are taxing property
taxes for 70 percent of their

I ncone. The old system of
allocating aid in the state, and we
still have the remants of it in the
current allocation system where the
state shares. |In the old days the
state woul d be divided up into
upstate, New York City and Long

| sland, and the share of nobney

all ocated from Al bany woul d be
essentially equal to the percentage
of kids in each one of the regions.
What has happened over the years is
the shares were frozen a nunber of

years ago, and the fornula has noved
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away fromthe shares, and in essence
we have been -- we're currently
stuck on a share that is far | ower

t han our current percentage of Kkids

33
10/ 24/ 06

enrolled in our schools. W get

t hem about 12.7 percent of aid on a
state-wi de basis directed to Long

| sl and, and at the sane tinme we have
about 16.7 percent of the kids in
our school s.

I n essence what's happened is the
shares have, as we have undergone
growmh in students over the |ast
decade and the share was frozen at
sone point during that tinme, we have
actually grown and that's in part, |

think, a major factor behind the
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15 shift of costs fromthe state to the

34

16 | ocal I|evel.
17 Key fact nunber 18 is the Star
18 Program and the Star Programis a
19 property tax subsidy that provides
20 critical tax relief to qualified
21 I ndi vi dual s, and the Star Program
22 was i npl enent ed because Long | sl and
23 I S over dependant on property taxes
24 and needed the relief that Star
25 provi des. About $641, 000, 000 cones
1 10/ 24/ 06
2 to property tax payors on Long
3 | sl and through Star. |It's critical
4 hardened relief to people that need
5 It. Star is not state aid to
6 schools, and this tends to becone a
7 little bit of a bone of contention
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when you start tal king about state
support of schools, and when you
start tal king about the degree to
which the state i s supporting school
costs a lot of the -- there is a

di fference because state support, as
the way it is | ooked upon in Al bany,
I ncl udes Star, and, indeed, Star
does go to provide tax relief, which
Is in large part due to property

t axes.

However, Star is not aid that
cones to school districts. |If that
$641, 000, 000 cane to school
di stricts obviously taxes woul d be,
the tax rate or the tax |evy that
the school districts establish would

be lower. It is a sinple fact. So,

35
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Star is a targeted tax subsidy
absolutely critical to people on
Long Island, and we're no way
di m ni shing the inportance of Star.
VWhat we're saying is Star is not
school aid.

The next chart is sonething you
probably want to take a | ook at
after | finish ny brief
presentation. | just want to point
out a couple things here. What you
have here is on a county-by-county
basis. You can conpare the
per cent age of revenue com ng to your
school districts fromthe state.
You can add the Star subsidies, if
you w sh, if you want to consi der
Star state support. The third

col um shows you the total of state
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support for your schools. In
Suffol k County the total is about
30, just under 40 percent. In
Nassau County it is far |ower, about

25 percent. On an island-w de

36

10/ 24/ 06
basis, 33 percent. If you | ook at
the first colum that gives you the
state aid, and you can see the Star
I's pretty much distributed evenly
across the board and across the
state. The nunbers here that woul d
tend to junp out at you, we get next
to no federal aid considering all of
the mandates we get fromthe federal
governnment. We're being
short changed there.

But if you look at the level to
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whi ch schools on Long Island are
dependant upon property taxes, and
you conpare that to the rest of
state, you can see on Long | sl and
we're raising just about 65 percent
of our revenue through property
taxes, and in the rest of the state
t hat nunber is about 45 percent.
That is a significant difference
bet ween Long |sland and the rest of
t he state.

| have only got two nore facts.

37
10/ 24/ 06

Key fact nunber 19 is sonething that
everybody has been invol ved in.
Long | sl and econom cs for years
knows we send up a nuch greater

share of both i ncone tax and sal es
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tax then we get back in aid from

Al bany. About 30 percent of annual
t axabl e sal es statew de, excluding
fromLong |sland and about 36
percent of state incone tax, again
excluding New York City comng from
Long Island far Il ess than the share
of aid that we get back for schools
or any other governnental unit.

Key fact nunber 20, this is one
that | think everybody should pay a
little bit of attention to. This
goes back to that perception that
Long Island is uniformy wealthy.

It is not the case. |If you |ook at
where the kids are, and where the

| arge nunbers of kids are, there are
| arge nunbers of kids in property

poor school districts. |If you | ook
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I n eastern Suffol k County, the
regi on which I work, 66 percent of
the kids in eastern Suffol k County
are in school districts of bel ow
average wealth. In western Suffolk
that drops to about 28 percent. In
Nassau county it is about 9.9
percent. Overall on Long Island 34
percent of the kids, or over a third
of the kids, are in school districts
t hat are bel ow average wealth. This
I's using that conbined wealth ratio
as the measure of wealth.

Basically, to summarize by every
measure our kids are doing better
than kids in other regions in the
state. However, there is a gap

bet ween kids in wealthy and poor

file:/l/G|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (51 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

districts. Qur costs are in |ine
wth the rest of the state after you
account the regional cost
differences. Property tax burden is
di sproportionately heavy for Long

| slanders. Long |slanders 64

39
10/ 24/ 06

percent of school costs. Wth
property taxes it's opposed to 44
percent in the rest of the state,
and, in essence, leads us to the
conclusion that the Long Island
system of financing schools needs to
be reforned. And what really needs
to happen is within the context of
statew de reformthe tax relief is
needed for Long Island, and it

really should conme from additional
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ai d, additional support from New
York State.

What we believe should be the
states priorities as they engage in
the school finance reform what
they' Il be doing over the next few
nmont hs, hopefully as a result of the
TFE situation is the state nust
substantially increase education
funding. Even an additional 3.9
billion dollar increase statew de
will only raise the state's share to

t he national average of 48.6

40
10/ 24/ 06

percent. That neans if you rank the
50 states the average | evel of state
support anong all the states is 48.6

percent. W are below that by about
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6 3.9 billion doll ars. |f there is

7 additional funding built into the

8 state aid formula we would then rise
9 to the national average. |If you

10 remenber a few years ago there was
11 an advocacy for fifty-fifty fundi ng.
12 Fifty-fifty funding would require
13 nore than the, obviously, 3.9

14 billion dollars. In terns of

15 reformng the state aid fornul as

16 what is nost inportant froma Long
17 | sland point of viewis that the

18 regi onal cost differences be

19 factored into the formula in a

20 significant manner. School

21 di stricts needs, based upon

22 denogr aphi ¢ achi evenent and weal th
23 data, has to be built into the

24 formulas. W believe that every

25 school district should get a share
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of state aid. W believe there
shoul d be a nulti-year appropriation
so that the school districts can
plan on a multi-year basis, and the
exi sting conpl ex system essentially
nobody under stands, shoul d be
sinplified.

Al of this will result in
I ncreased fundi ng appropriately
allocated will provide tax relief to
Long Islanders, and that's the
bottomline in terns of our
particul ar focus and this
presentation. And as an additional
point in recognizing reformis going
to be difficult to achieve even in

t he absence of reformthe very

file:/l/G|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (55 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

sinpl e adjustnent, |'m saying
sinple, mathematically sinple,

adj ustment of the shares to refl ect
our actual enrollnment on Long Island
woul d generate an additional

$680, 000, 000 for Long Island

school s. In the absence of reform

42
10/ 24/ 06

just acknow edgenent of shares woul d
be a stop gap neasure that we
believe is essential. Thank you.
Sorry | took so |ong.

CHAI RVAN D AMARO  Thank you
very, very nuch for that informative
presentation. Did anyone on the
comm ssi on have any questions of
M. Bi xhorn?

M5. TYSON: One clarification.
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When one -- graduation reaches 32
percent is that there so nuch | ower
or when we are | ooking at graduation
and groups maybe it's a different
clarification?

MR, BIXHORN: | nentioned it in
the report and it is too conplicated
to get involved with. But the state
has changed the way in which they
| ook at dropouts opposed to
conpl etors, and you have probably
heard the comm ssioner tal k, over
the | ast few nonths, about the

percentage of kids that finish

43
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school in four years opposed to five
years. It is a far |ower percentage

than is reflected in, if you sinply
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| ook at the dropout rate of six or
seven percent subtracted that froma
hundred percent. The difference is
the old dropout rate data is

basi cal |y based upon formal | egal

dr opout from schools, and that is
the data that has been maintai ned
hi storically by the departnent. In
essence, it really understated the
nunber of kids that are | eaving
school before 12th grade. |In the
absence of any other historic data
that's what we're working wth.

So, the nunbers that are being
nore commonly quoted now, 60 or 65
percent of the kids are graduating.
That district may still show a
dropout rate of seven, eight or nine
percent. There is a discrepancy and

sonet hing that the departnent has
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been working on over the |last few

44
10/ 24/ 06

years to try to justify, explain the
di fferences between the two nunbers.
It's been a maj or chall enge.

M5. TYSON. Wuld regents --

t hese changes, people are not able
to graduate without a regents

di pl oma, does it change what is
goi ng to happen there?

MR. Bl XHORN: That changed a few
years ago. The capacity of school s
to offer |ocal diploms has greatly
di m ni shed. The state really phased
in the requirenents. | think |ast
year was the first year that they
were fully phased in. These nunbers

are a few years old, because it
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18 takes the state a few years to

45

19 verify. These nunbers | think this
20 are 2004 2005 data. Those
21 percentages will increase over the
22 next coupl e of years.
23 DR LIPP. Thank you. | have a
24 qui ck question for you. One of the
25 concl usions after key fact 20

1 10/ 24/ 06

2 I ndicate went in line with the state
3 after costs ing for regional costs
4 per pupil, 6.7 percent below the

5 statew de nedian. But | think the
6 point there is that tax spending

7 fromall sources -- your reports

8 al so concluded we're too heavily

9 dependant on the property taxes to
10 get this ease of spending.
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MR BI XHORN: We nake the point,
el sewhere in the report, | mght
have skipped it, we say our tax
burden is heavier in our part of the
state. Long Islanders use 20
percent nore of the gross househol d
I ncone to pay their property taxes,
and at the same tinme our costs are
in line. Somwhat is the problenf
| f our spending is in Iine and our
effort is greater, than the problem
Is where we're picking up too nuch
of the tab of the property tax.

CHAI RVAN D' AMARO | guess

another way to say that the state

46
10/ 24/ 06

aid -- through you when is scued to

our di sadvant age.
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4 MR BI XHORN: Yes, regional costs

5 are not recognized. | don't believe
6 t he needs shown by the data, of the
7 kids in the school districts is

8 necessarily recogni zed. W have a

9 | ot of kids. As that |ast slide

10 I ndi cates we have a lot of kids in
11 very poor school districts.

12 CHAI RVAN D' AMARO. Do you know,
13 offhand, if the state aid that cane
14 down nost recently changed those

15 nunbers at all?

16 MR, Bl XHORN: The shares are

17 all not significantly,

18 DR. LIPP. | was wondering if you
19 knew of any research that | ooked at
20 whet her or not to what extent

21 econom es scale for insurance when
22 you | ook at the costs and do people
23 base -- it is a good way of
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normal i zing the data to sone extent.

Per haps there may be a scale that --

47
10/ 24/ 06
at the risk of exaggerates. | would
never recommend it, just -- if you

had only had one school district not
work as is theory that -- we reduced
the overall -- considerable. |

don't believe that's a good idea at
all. I'"mtrying to make the point
this theory, there are scales --
about that.

MR BI XHORN: Well, in terns of
school size, and school district
Size there's been a lot nore
research done on school size, and
opti mum hi gh school size than there

has been on school districts and
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school district organization. It is
not sonething that we | ooked at as
part of this particular study.

Co- CHAI R LOSQUADRO:. To fol | ow up
on that thought, | notice that in a
| ot of figures we see New York Gty
I ncl uded or excluded. |[|f you |ook
at the econony of scal e New York

Cty is obviously run as a city w de

48
10/ 24/ 06
district. | sincerely doubt that
their nunbers are fair nunbers. I n

fact, since we exclude themfromthe
data | inmagine they are far worse?
MR, Bl XHORN:  Their per pupil
expendi ture woul d probably be | ower
than ours. The reason we excl uded

New York City fromthe conparisons
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Is that the systemis alnbost a state
unto itself. In other words, their
system of support is so nuch
different. They have very | ow
dependant on the property tax as
opposed to other districts, and they
have the ability, since they're run
by the City governnent, the budget
established for the board for the
city school board is nore conpletely
Integrated with the Gty budget.

One of the issues that is going to
cone up around CFE, Canpaign for
Fiscal Equity, and the whole
gquestion for support of city schools

the courts have said the schools are

49
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underfunded in New York Cty. The
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real question there is, how nmuch are
t hey underfunded, but why is the
under fundi ng occurring? |Is the Cty
pi cking up their fair share of the
cost of education, and are they
| ooking for the state to nmake up
for, you know, for the deficiency.

| think that is going to be the
critical question in terns of how
all this spans out with CFE, and it
I's sonething that really needs a
very critical line in terns of
I dentifying the burden that the City
has put on itself to support it's
own school system

DR, LIPP. M concernis if you
| ook at the Canpaign for Fiscal
Equity and the theory there is |lots
of noney for the state to give to

New York Cty, as what | see.
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23 Hopefully, I'mwong. |f anything,

50

24 state aid to Long Island school
25 districts woul d becone a small er

1 10/ 24/ 06

2 piece of the pie. |If you think it
3 I's bad now you ain't seen nothing

4 yet. Wat we're tal king about here
5 I s approaching -- we should get a

6 bi gger piece of action. W renovate
7 school districts. The students and
8 in terns of also, or the -- we

9 reviewed by the state. Wen you

10 | ook at the key chief -- against

11 we're achieving -- ny let's -- on
12 back in the state is | ooking at --
13 Therefore, we need to give nore

14 noney to the Gty. Sone poor

15 school s, sone happen to be on Long
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| sland. What |'mnot seeing is that
' m not capable of doing it nyself
Is that, does the reality or a
reality check to say, hey, we need

to think of alternatives. W can

approach the -- here the state in
all -- done. If you have any
brilliant ideas. That is not a

si npl e question to answer.

MR BI XHORN. Well, the key to

51
10/ 24/ 06

our -- what we established
priorities for state school aid
reformessentially in two parts:

One was increase the size of the
pot, and the secondly distribute the
pot and distribute the pot fairly

and i n accordance to need. That is
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the billion dollar, multi-billion
dol | ar questi on.

DR, LIPP. | think it is called
t he $64, 000 questi on.

MR BI XHORN: Substantially nore
t han $64, 000.

But the answer to that question,
Is the reformof the state aid
formula, or the restructuring of the
state aid fornula, is sonething that
they tal ked about in Al bany for
years. | think the governor called
It a dinosaur in the state of the
state speech five or six years ago.
That has not generated enough
I nterest to nmake significant changes

toit. The other thing, we talk a

52
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| ot about the formulas. The
formul as went through a major reform
in the md '90's, and al nost

I medi ately, after they were
refornmed, they were capped because

t hey were unfunded.

So, one of the issues that cane
up, and this is a late '90's issue,
was |let the fornmulas run, and we
have several school districts in
Suffol k County that were rolling out
enor nous nunbers, additional
mllions of dollars comng into
several very poor school districts
In the counties have the formul as
fully funded and run. So, one thing
we don't even know i s perhaps the
formul as that exist nmay work, even
t hough there is not a significant

recognition of regional cost
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di fferences. There is recognition
of wealth and need, but the
formul as, i n essence, al npbst

I edi ately after they were

53
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devel oped, were capped and they' ve
never really been allowed to run.

So, the reform people that are going
to | ook at these fornulas, and |
assune it is going to be up to the
people in Albany to do it. Probably
they'Il start and | ook at the

exi sting fornulas and does sone what
I fs and see what woul d happen if the
existing fornulas were allowed to
run and they were fully funded.
Because a nunber of years ago there

were significant anmounts of dollars
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15 bei ng hel d back because the noney

16 was not there to fund them
17 DR FORVAN. | want to thank you,
18 Gary. That was an excell ent
19 presentation. You had a | ot of
20 great data in it, but it wasn't
21 material that we were not at | east
22 vaguely famliar wth. For the nost
23 part we do not get our fair share of
24 state aid. Long Island schools are
25 good. They are. W appreciate your
54
1 10/ 24/ 06
2 hard work. One of the discussions,
3 or the elenents of the discussions
4 we have been having on this
5 comm ssion, Legislators D Amaro and
6 Losquadro, was we really want to try
7 to hel p make changes on the margins.
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W want to, | understand that your
presentati on shows that when we do
adj ust our spending is in line with
the rest of the state, or even
better. |I'mwondering if you can
gi ve ne sone feedback, either now or
In witing at sone point, about the
role that perhaps BOCES coul d play
In the future reduci ng expenditures.
One of the things that has been

bant ered around, since | have worked
on the financing governnment on Long
| sland Report of the State Property
Tax Comm ssion on Long Island in the
early '90's, was that in sone sense
BOCES had becone al nost, for |ack of
a better way to phrase it, part of

the problem in the sense that it

95
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was selling certain prograns and
services to school districts. |
guess it is still the requirenent
that two school districts need to
want that service in order to
provide -- |'mwondering if there is
a way, the way, BOCES goes about
of fering prograns and services could
be changed in order to reduce the
cost of school districts. W have
heard from several district
representatives that have said BOCES
costs on fact, not that great.
They' re supposed to be saving the
school districts noney. |In fact,
they're not. | understand your
situation, but if you can hel p us
clarify the BOCES role woul d be

hel pful to the comm ssion.
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MR BI XHORN: | woul d be happy to
do so. | assune that you don't want
me to do that right now. | can
either provide you it in witing or

set up a work session. W have

56
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plenty of information, and |I'm
famliar with the concerns about
BOCES, and | think there are answers
to those questions. But, the bottom
line is BOCES is structurally a
terrific resource for all of New
York State, and | think it is an
underutilized resource, and | think
the nore people that participate,
the nore sharing that occurs, the
nore cost effective the services

becone.

file:/l/G|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (75 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

So, | would be happy to provide
the conmm ssion wth additional
servi ces.

CHAl RVAN D' AMARO.  Dr. Forman,
t hank you for raising that point.
Qur primary responsibility in this
comm ssion is to | ook at ways of
being nore efficient in our cutting
expenses, of course, w thout
effecting those marks that the
students are show ng in performance.

What | would i ke to do is to be

57
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able to reach out to you about
com ng back and doing a work
session, if you nmake yourself
avai |l abl e, so we can at |east get

sone answers to those questions as
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wel | .

M5. WLLET: Refresh ny mnd, is
It true that the capping has a nore
unfair effect upon Long Island?

MR, BIXHORN:. On the state aid
fornmul as?

MS. WLLET: Yes.

MR, BIXHORN: It is such an old
Issue. It islike |l saidit, is
sonet hing that had not been really
addressed for a long tine. W're so
far off a fornmula that it is
sonet hi ng that has not been assessed
inalong tine. Initially, when the
caps were initially inplenented it
did have a nore dramatic effect down
state than it did on other regions
In the state.

CHAI RMAN D' AMARO.  Any ot her
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questions? M. Bixhorn, thank you
very, very nuch for making yourself
avai | abl e and your presentation.

MR BIXHORN: | failed to
acknow edge Andrea G oons, a
researcher with our organi zation,
who did nost of the work in this
report, and two ot her people on the
staff, Shea D guera and Candice
Wexi | acka (phonetic spellings) who
were al so instrunental in putting

this cost report together.

CHAI RVAN D' AMARO: W appr eci at
their efforts as well. W'Il|l be in
t ouch.

58

e

Very briefly, if you arrived |l ate

and would |i ke to address the

comm ssion be sure to fill out a
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green card. |f anyone needs one
we'll get one to you right away.

We're going, now, to go call up
In the order that they have been
recei ved. Those who want to

address the comm ssion just a few

59
10/ 24/ 06

qui ck ground rules. W ask that you
ki ndly keep your comrents to what
this commssion is trying to do,
explore and that is, as | nentioned
earlier, school district expenses
and recommendati ons with respect to
cost cutting efficiencies, and
further, because of tinme constraints
as we've done at our first neeting,
we Wil limt each speaker to

roughly five mnutes. 1'd
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appreciate that. Gather your

t houghts, what is on your mnd. |
do ask you be m ndful of the
five-mnute rule.

Wth that said, | would like to
call the first person on the |ist,
which is Allan Cerstenlauer.

Good evening, sir.

MR, GERSTENLAUER: (Good eveni ng.
Thank you for your invitation to
speak before you this evening. M
name is Allan Gerstenlauer. | am

t he superintendent of the Longwood

60
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Central School District in Mddle
| sl and.
A few weeks ago the state

educati on departnent released a |ist
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I dentifying 75 school districts that
are in need of special assistance
fromthe state because of |ow
performance by students with
disabilities, and they identified
they were determ ned by graduation
rates, dropout rates, perfornmance on
the fourth and ei ghth grade ELA and
mat h assessnent s.

In his press rel ease the
comm ssi oner cited, what | thought
was a very interesting statistic.

He said that 55 percent statew de of
students with disabilities are in
the 75 districts that he identified
as needi ng assistance. There are
somewhat over 700 districts in the
state, so we're tal king about a
little bit better than half the

popul ation of pupils with
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disabilities being in about ten
percent of our schools. It strikes
me, while every school district has
It's own set of challenges, | submt
that districts Iike Longwood wth

| ar ge popul ati ons of vul nerabl e
students due to poverty, children
with limted English proficiency,
speci al needs, those districts face
sone uni que chal l enges in assuring
that every child is successful. |
bel i eve that Longwood is up to
neeting those chall enges, and in
terns of the deficiencies that
you're tal king about, there are a
couple of things that | would Iike

to share with you in terns of what
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we have done over the | ast several
year ago and sone of the concerns
t hat we have.

Several years ago we enbarked on
an effort wth BOCES to provide
speci al education services in a nore

efficient and effective nanner, and

62
10/ 24/ 06

we began by identifying students who
we traditionally would have
tuitioned over to BOCES prograns,
and with the thought in m nd of

bri ngi ng those students back into
our district to provide the services
I n house rather than in
out-of-district placenent, and with
t he thi nking being that children

woul d probably be better off served
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In their honme schools, and that we
may be able to realize sone cost
savi ngs through tuition and sone
commonness of scal es, as we have
mentioned. That was a fairly
successful program and once we got
down that road it lead to
establ i shing several prograns,
I ncl udi ng an ADA Program f or
autistic children.

In our district, we currently

have four classes in our district.

We have a fairly substantial program

for our life skills students with

10/ 24/ 06
prograns in virtually all of our
school s, and we have found, again,

t hat students benefited by being
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able to attend their home school s,
and now we have an ability to offer
slots to nei ghboring schools on a
tuition basis to those districts
that may not have the nunbers to
sustain the prograns that Longwood
has.

Qur next step was to bring BOCES
cl asses into our facilities, and
that was to the benefit of both
BOCES and Longwood. We currently
have ni ne, what they call 811,
sel f-cont ai ned speci al educati on
cl asses that are housed in our G4
bui | di ngs, our m ddl e school and our
junior high school. That program
has been so successful that
yesterday, in a conversation wth
our junior building principal, the

adm ni stration of our junior high
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25 school and BOCES program are | ooking

64
1 10/ 24/ 06
2 at an individual student who they're
3 considering for mainstream ng. He
4 Is a non-district resident in the
5 BOCES we house in our junior high
6 school. They're hoping to offer him
7 sone nmai nstream ng cl asses in our
8 programas a test case to see if he
9 can return to sone prograns in his
10 district. That has been very, very
11 successful .
12 W have al so provided, on a
13 regi onal basis, an extended school
14 year. That is a summer program for
15 students whose IEP's require
16 year -round educati onal experience.
17 Thi s past summer we had about 90

file:/l/G|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (86 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

students that were Longwood
residents to attend that program
about 60 students from out of the
district attended on a tuition
basi s.

So, we're maki ng sone efforts to
run a programnore efficiently to be

able to provide better services and

65
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opportunities for those nost
vul nerabl e students. And while
M. Bixhorn's presentation focused
on state aid I would Iike to | ook at
t he other end of that.

One of the disappointnents that
we had, sone superintendents net
wi t h Congressman Bi shop | ast week,

and he advised us right now the
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funding for IBEA looks like it wll
be about 17 percent which is a
reducti on of several percentage
points fromover recent years.

Whi ch, again, put's us in a
difficult spot. Conbined with that
the Title One Fund that provides
services for our vul nerable kids has
been reduced just in Longwood by
several hundred thousand dollars in
over recent years. So, we're trying
to i nplenment prograns that we view
as cost savings and nore efficient.
We're, at the sane tinme, not

realizing savings to our taxpayers

66
10/ 24/ 06

because we are trying to plug the

gap with funding that has been
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di m ni shed over the recent years.
So, ny plea is that we be given a
fighting chance to do the things
t hat we know we can do to provide
for the children that are in our
charge, and you have a difficult and
unenvi abl e task. | ask as we | ook
at ways to explore greater
efficiencies, conbining services
provi ding for special needs
children, and different ways that we
al so seek ways that we can guarantee
appropriate funding for students. |
think this, too, goes hand in hand.
|f we are to be successful, our
children are to be successful.

| appreciate your focus on
efficiencies, and we also need to
| ook at the other end of that which

Is to provide adequate funding. |
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24 truly appreciate your tinme this

25 evening, and | don't envy your task,
67

1 10/ 24/ 06

2 but | admre the work that you're

3 doi ng. Thank you very nuch.

4 CHAI RVAN D AMARO  Thank you very

5 much.

6 Next on ny list is Dr. M chael

7 Mensch.

8 DR. MENSCH. Thank you for the

9 opportunity to speak this evening.

10 | serve as the Chief Operating

11 Oficer of Western Suffol k BOCES and

12 Gary's counterpart, and for the

13 record, Gary, never gives a short

14 report. But they're neani ngful and

15 full of relative information.

16 My purpose of being here this

file:/l/G|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (90 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

evening is one, to acknow edge the
wor k of the comm ssion on behal f of
18 superintendents, our school

boards and the Western Suffol k BOCES
School Board. W know it is
difficult work and requires a | ot of
patience. | would like to take a
little different approach to ny

comments, as such, begi nning by

68
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I ndicating to you I think we
recogni ze that the solution and the
problens in front of us are really
goal able. To give you an exanpl e,
at Western Suffolk we have just
recently concluded three collective
bar gai n sessions where we settled

Wi th our custodi ans, secretaries,
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our teachers. Wth the teacher
group we were successful in noving
their contribution on health

I nsurance from 10 percent to 20
percent. Qur famly health plan,
our Enpire plan is $14,000. So,

t hey used pay $1, 400 contri buti on.
In the course of this contract they
need to pay $2,800 in contribution.
For teachers that took a | ot of
wor k, and frankly both sides were

hi ghly cooperative. The backsi de of
that is that the Enpire Plan, across
the state, went up 10, 12 and 15
percent to the agency. So, it went

up $1,400, and it goes up that every

69
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year. W know that in terns of
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putting a prospective on the
pressure of school districts, any
county agency, the state agency has
to neet the bills. To pay the bills
I s phenonenal. Froma gl obal point
of view we have to talk, even if it
I s beyond our sphere of influence,
about those kind of factors and
various solutions. | was up at
Cornell University seeing one of the
kids and | saw a bi g bunper sticker
that said, there is always noney for
war, there is never noney for
education. | wonder if there is
nmoney for health insurance. So,
It's just a point. | would like to
put a spin on sone of the
conversati on.

The other piece of this is civil

service. Al of our enployees, our
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clerical got just about a three
percent raise in ny agency as part

the their settlenent. About ten

70
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years experience they nake $40, 000.
$40,000. They got three percent,
they got 1,200 bucks, pretax. In
t he past year they have spent over a
t housand. 20 gallons of gas a week
to get to work they spent a thousand
bucks.

Anot her prospective for us to
t hi nk about, we're under the gun and
t he spending and the cost of -- it
just doesn't nmake sense. W need to
tal k about those things. In terns
of BOCES, obviously, we're proud of

the work that we do, and | recogni ze
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clearly that we need to contain
costs and are working hard at it. |
woul d |i ke, also, for us to renenber
the fact that many of our vocati onal
prograns, not just in eastern and
western Suffol k, also in Nassau,
we're turning out hundreds and

t housands of kids annually into the
Long Island work force, auto

mechani cs, cosnetol ogi sts, nurses,
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pl unbers. You nane it we're turning
kids out with |icenses. They're
going onto the culinary program and
we can't | ose sight of what BOCES
does for the Long Island school
district. Yup we need to watch our

costs and we're working hard to do
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that. Every year when with the
budget tinme cones around the present
governor is always tal king about cut
t he BOCES and BOCES prograns. Do
you need BOCES? W seemto survive
every year. It is sonething to keep
In mnd when that tinme cones upon
us. Long Island's econony is
dependant, in part, on BOCES
operation and the kind of students
that we're turning out. It

mandates -- you know public school
has al ways been the denocratic

pat hway in our society. Teach kids
how to stay healthy, how to drive,
citizenship. You nane it. W do

It. The nmandates are just outlines.

72
10/ 24/ 06

file:/l/G|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (96 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

The mandates wi t hout the funding.
The testing prograns, alone, take
days upon days to score, and we have
to pay people to do that. Soneone
has to stand up and start to talk
about that. W're not arguing wth
hi gher standards, but they cost
noney in this society.

W talked a little bit about the
health care and the | ast coment,
again, it may not be in the sphere
of -- we're subject to the
tri borough decision. So, you know,
| see the heads going. It is really
tough to negotiate significant
changes that, you know, are based on
the times. The gas prices can go
up, LILCO can go up, everything can
up. In the school districts the

tri borough locks us into even if we
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don't settle. The costs go up. To
the point that this comm ssion, our
superintendents and citizens can

make sort of a gl obal approach it
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woul d be appreciated. W appreciate
the efforts of the conm ssion.
Agai n, thank you.

CHAI RVAN D AMARO  Thank you for
taking the tine.

Next speaker is Charlie
Ri chardson. Good eveni ng.

MR. Rl CHARDSON: Good eveni ng,
Ladi es and Gentl enen. Thank you
very much for the opportunity to
address you, once again. [|I'm
hearing the talk that is al nost

exclusive -- | know that the
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obj ective of the task force is to
reduce costs, but also study quality
I ssues and study efficiency issues
and everybody else is going to talk
about the costs. I'mgoing to talk
about the efficiencies.

You have seen the statistics
back since 1965 when Lyndon
Johnson's Great Society Program
entered into effect. There was

hundreds of mllions of federal

74
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di rected tax payor dollars going

I nto education in greater quantities
t han before. And, yet, what we're
seeing is actually a slunp in the
quality of the output as far as the

nmeasur abl e quantities of l|iteracy,
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the performance of our kids in

sci ence, and, so, there is sonething
wong wth this picture. W're left
wth a decision that any rational
person would cone to. |[|s there
sonmet hing wong with our gene pool,
or is there sonething wong with the
systenf? Wiich one of those will you
buy and which one wll you do
sonet hi ng about.

So, let's ook at the system
Still here in Suffolk County there
are kids who conme out of our schools
and go into the community coll eges,
and | have been if touch with people
I n those community coll eges,
recently, and over a period of

years, and sonewhere around 50

75
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percent of their incom ng freshnen
need renedi al courses before they
can do college work. | was at a
meeting this norning wwth Gary over
at the LIA offices, and everybody
there wanted to tal k about -- you
know, the children don't study
dol lars, they don't eat dollars.
There's got to be sone attention to
what is done with those doll ars,
and, yet, a few people around the
table would admt they cone out and
can't read and wite, but that gets
slipped under the rug. W don't
want to tal k about that. Well
folks, if you look at the stats that
Is where it's at. It goes in two
different ways. Let's divide the

I ssues slightly.

file:/lIG|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (101 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

13

Literacy is an econom c iSsue.
Literacy is costing us a | ot of
noney. We tal ked about that before,
In my previous submtted testinony.

We know t hat angui sh of ki ds of

76
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famlies who will followthe
crimnal justice systemin sone way
I n both counties are aware of the
connection between failure to |learn
to read and vi ol ent behavior, and
one of the things that | submtted
to you this evening is a chapter out
of a book called "Retardi ng Aneri ca,
the I nprison of Potential". The
aut hor, the gentlenman, M ke Gooden,
(phonetic spelling) who I know very

well, he was a, he had a research
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fellowship in the U S. Departnent
of Crimnal Justice back in the
"80's, and he was studying the
effects of teaching reading to

I ncarcerated juveniles, and what he
found was there was a significant
decrease in their -- rate, once they
| earned to read. He did a |lot of
ot her investigations, too. The
chapter that | have given to you
this evening is a chapter called

"The Delinquent". Delinquency is

77
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essential in the comunity, and what
he is talking about is the ability
to read, and it's a summary of sone
of the research that has been done

over the years |inking delinquency
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7 behavior with failure to learn to

8 read on an al nost excl usive basis,

9 especially a student staying

10 f ocused --

11 CO- CHAI RVAN LOSQUADRO.  One

12 m nute nore, just to wap up.

13 MR RICHARSON. Ckay. | don't
14 feel like I"'mon the level with the
15 school adm nistrators, as far as

16 time allowance. | think we're

17 stacking the deck here. So, | don't
18 know how you're going to do it.

19 CHAI RMVAN D' AMARO. That is

20 absolutely not true. | really don't
21 appreciate that coomment. 1'd

22 appreciate it if we keep the

23 coments to a mninmumfromthe

24 audi ence.

25 MR, RI CHARDSON:. Ckay, ny
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previ ous subm ssion back | gave you
earlier, that was about Procly
(phonetic spelling) Elenentary
School in Baltinore, who in the
early '90's they nade a change to
curriculumthat was used by a near by
private school, the Tal bot School.
By the way, this is typical from 90
percent mnority and five percent
reduced how | ong, and so forth, in
about five years the percentile of
test scores went up about 18 to 20
and went down by a factor of four.
Now, | talked to that principal
of the school a couple tines before.
She retired, which was in the late
'90's. | asked her what about your

costs, did they go up or down? She
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said, our costs went down. The city
kept cutting up us. W're down to
al nost a half of where we were
getting before and still had
results. | know she's retired from

there, and the programis being

79
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phased out. That was one of the
fears of that lady retiring was why
t hat school was not included -- no
excuses that cane out fromthe
heritage foundati on.

LEG SLATOR LOSQUADRO. | gave you
sone extra tinme because of the
I nterruption. Very quickly.

MR. RICHARDSON: |'Ill save sone
other remarks for next tinme. [|'l]

be seeing you at the next hearing,
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and nore to the point. ['mgoing to
t hrow down that challenge to you
which | think is sonething that --

CHAI RVAN D' AMARO.  Thank you.
The next speaker is Shirley
Ander son.

M5. ANDERSON:  We're tal king
about the cost of education and what
Charlie just said is so true. And
It seens to be where we get nost of
your information. This past weekend
Lou Dobbs had a principal of a

school that had been in the bottom

80
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school in the state and he brought
It up to the top school. It can be
done. It wll be done. | recomend

to you to renenber about 30 years
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ago when 60 M nutes did a
presentation of Barbara Collins
School in Chicago, a school in the
basenent of the project. 25 years

| ater they went back, and they
gathered the kids that had been in
sixth grade at the tine that they
had been there before. They got as
many of them as they could. They
were all black kids. They all
succeeded. Mbdst of them had gone to
coll ege. Not one of them had been
in trouble with the law. \Wat did
Margaret Collins do that we're not
doing in the public school, and that
Is teaching the structure of the
Engl i sh | anguage. The bi ggest group
of kids that have problens are the
ones that cannot read and wite and

spell. | spent 40 years at this,
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and you give the statistics of the
good school districts and the bad
school districts. Wat you don't
recognize is that in the wealthy
school districts how many of the
parents have taken their kid out of
the public schools, or if they have
themin the public school are having
them privately tutored so they can
succeed. Yes, we changed the
regents. They were not doing well.
Now t he regent scores are better,
but regents are -- | was speaking
recently to a French teacher. The
French teacher is now on the fourth
grade level. Have we really done

anything to help the kids? For your
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records, if you can go back, | can't
gi ve you the year, but | can al nost
gi ve you the day, we took all of
this to federal court and won. The
court case is R ley verses AMBA
(phonetic spelling). W had three

vol unt eer | awers that hel ped us.
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We took this to federal court, and
we won in federal court. A group of
kids, the only one that testified
fromthe State of New York, was the
assistant to Riley. And | would
neet her in the |adies room and she
woul d say, Shirley, we know you're
right, but we don't want to spend
the noney. Well, you all spend the

noney |i ke nmad and getting the
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results are not what they shoul d be.
| recommend that you | ook at
that very carefully. The other
thing is that the political part of
education is amazing to ne. The
people that get in control, to nmake
deci sions, either cone of the school
di stricts are nmaking the problem
| "' m not nam ng individual teachers.
|' ve spent enough tine with teachers
training to know. Like the girl
next door when she got her nmster's
I n special ed she said, you know,

she calls nme Aunt Shirley, | could

83
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| earn everything that | did in two
years in five days. Because she had

taken the training that we had, and
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she knew what those kids really
needed. Now you can continue to
tal k noney, or you can start to talk
hel ping the kids and starting in
ki ndergarten and first grade and
teaching themthe | anguage. | ask
you how many of you know how many
types of syllables are in the
Engl i sh | anguage? Probably none of
you. | asked that to a person wth
a doctorate in English and they
don't knowit. | ask ny six-year
ol d grandson and he knows it. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN D' AMARO:  Next on the

list is Arlene Barresi.

M5. BARRESI: (Good evening. |'m
Arlene Barresi. |'mon the Mddle
Country Board of Trustees. | want

to thank the comm ssion for giving
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this opportunity to offer
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suggesti ons.

The Suffol k County taxes --
allows you to tax in -- and at
M ddl e Country we currently have to
borrow $29, 000, 000. This woul d not
be necessary if the Suffol k County
Legi sl ature i ssued quarterly
paynents. |t would not effect the
t axpayers since the noney is in an
escrow account. |t would save our
school district nore than half the
I nterest of the -- getting have of
our tax relief in Septenber would
save a mllion dollars. Nassau
County pays the county taxes four

tinme a year.
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CHAI RMVAN D' AMARO: Before you go
on, your taxes, you're talking about
t he taxes increase --

M5. BARRESI: Right.

CHAI RMVAN D AMARO:.  What is the
system now? What are the dates,
what are the tines?

M5. BARRESI: | amnot really

85
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famliar, but I know we don't get it
for Septenber spending. W have to
borrow noney.

CHAl RVAN D AMVARO  Ri ght, and
when do you finally receive the
funds?

M5. BARRESI: Probably like tw ce
a year. Qur spending cones quicker

than twice a year.
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LADY I N AUDI ENCE: W know t hat
the county is getting interest on
t hat noney.

CHAI RVAN D' AMARO.  Poi nt of
Information. You're tal king about a
t wo- pl us-two- st age system |
believe the problemis that a
separate tax system for the school
district, as opposed to the other
tax municipalities, that have
per haps a cal endar year as opposed
to the school year which you start
I n Septenber. There have been a | ot
of proposals for the two-plus-two

systens. One of the problens is the

86
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first year you have to collect an

extra half of the year of taxes.
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4 This is a one tine, if you will,

5 problemthat that needs to be dealt
6 wth. There is no sinple solution,
7 to ny know edge.

8 As far as Nassau County is

9 concerned they do have the

10 t wo- plus-two system However, they
11 don't have it right either. They
12 don't pay in Septenber. | believe
13 they pay in Novenber. The

14 t wo- plus-two systemis a good

15 system theoretically. | sort of
16 support it, but have not figured out
17 a way to do it to get everybody on
18 the sanme page. It is not that

19 si npl e.

20 Thank you for raising that

21 I ssue. W appreciate it.

22 Next on the list is L-O Louis,
23 possi bly Joe Gor man.
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VR. GORMAN: Fred Gor man.

CHAI RVAN D AMARO.  Sorry about

87
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t hat .

MR. GORMAN. If you recall when |
first canme here we started
di scussi ng sone nyths that | thought
you should | ook at, and then we went
right to the heart of the issue. |
spoke to Dr. Laria about his plan,
which is one way that | think you
can save noney and that is by
coordinating all the resources. But
In order to get school districts,
and other nunicipalities, because it
should not be limted to join any
ki nd of special fund you need a --

candy. |I'mgoing to suggest that
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you sit down with the other
commttee and you suggest to them
that if the debt taxes repeal | ook
at perhaps maybe three percent on
every hundred thousand dollars of
weal th as a neans of raising other
taxes. Look at sone sin taxes. Put
toget her a healthy piece of change,

and then say to the nmunicipalities,

88
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that are out there, if you join our
pur chasi ng group bring your

enpl oyees, your benefits, in here.
Let's handl e everything. You can
al so coordinate with BOCES, you can
probably nmake a trenendous savi ng.
You can pass that on and you would

have every right to offer those
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types of incentives that you pick up
fromthe sin taxes, that woul d have
taken your taxes off of the property
owner, and it would put it in an
area where nobody is going to deal
wth. Once you're dead, you're

dead, you know?

So, that is all | have to say
about that. | think it's a
worthwhile thing. | really hope we

do get a chance to talk to Steve
about that. Just think, all these
school districts out there and al
t hese adm ni strators every now and
then, can you inmagine if all the

transportati on on Long Island was
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handl ed by one source can you think
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of the noney we would be able to
save on the special busses which
cost $35,000 a kid if we can cross
school district lines? | suggest
that you give that sone serious
consi derati on.

Al'so, I"'mgoing to cl ose, but |
want to nention sonethi ng about
that. | always thought that the per
pupil cost is not the sanme thing as
taki ng what the school district's
budget is. For exanple, 266,000, 000
and dividing it by 15,000 students.
It doesn't take all those factors
I nto consideration. |If there are
other factors in this, correct ne if
l"'mwong, if it is a different
nunber | think people here are going
to | ook at that nunber and should

know that that is not exactly 100

file:/lIG|/Inetpub/wwwroot/myweb/Legislature/clerk/cmeet/SE102406.htm (120 of 145) [10/31/2006 5:33:02 PM]



23

24

25

10

11

12

13

14

15

percent of your expenses, or 100
percent of what you're spending.

Al so, when | ook at the report,

90
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the first thing that struck ne kind
of strange, | understand high wealth
di stricts have better genes. Let's
be honest. That doesn't nean that
poor people do not have good genes.
None was poorer than ny father. He
had great genes. He passed them
onto me. You can't take 70,000
students on one side of the equation
and 25,000 on the other side of the
equation and say this is a bal anced
nunber. This represents that. |
think it would have been better if

we woul d have taken 70, 000 students
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fromour weal thiest school districts
and conpared themto 70,000 students
from our poorest school districts.

Al so, taking into account the school
districts -- in the mddle, because
there are brilliant kids just |ike
there are terrific athletes. And
there are kids and God Bl ess them

t hey could be the nost wonderful

human beings in the world, but if

91
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they only have an 1Q of 75 or 85 and
are just not going to get a regents
di pl oma, but there's a financi al
mandate that gives them-- but can't
give them a regul ar di ploma. Take
those into account. Really exam ne

that report. Review everything,
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9 under st and what they nean when they

92

10 say "professional salaries". |
11 think you may cone up with a
12 different view. You may want to
13 look at a little bit nore
14 I nformation than what is in this
15 report. Lou Koppl eman, by the way,
16 In 1994, said when he turned around
17 he | ooked at their books he said
18 they were so confusing, there were
19 mllions mssing. He couldn't find
20 It. He had to give up. Thank you.
21 CHAI RVAN D' AMARO.  Thank you.
22 The |l ast card that | have, this
23 evening, is M. Philip CGoldstein.
24 MR GOLDSTEIN. First of all 1I'd
25 like to concur with sone of the

1 10/ 24/ 06
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comments that were nade. | have a

| ong history of involvenent in |ocal
governnent and county. None of you
appear to recogni ze ne, nor do |
recogni ze you. But for many years |
attended the county | egislature and
a former presiding officer referred
to nme as Jimny Cricket. The point
that I"'mmaking is this. | attended
neetings that went on into the wee
hours of the norning, because our

el ected representatives, who we

enpl oy, at | east had the courtesy,
afforded us the opportunity to fully
express our thoughts, and | don't
think it is right for you to give
greater credence to sonebody because
of atitle that they bear and not
afford the nenbers of the audience,

especially who took the tine and
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14

trouble to cone here to express
t hensel ves the opportunity to fully
do so. Enough sai d.

In so far as ny own bona fide --

93
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concerned | have 30 plus years in
the New York City School System
where | hel ped to create the United
Federation of Teachers. | am al so,
a founding father of the

| ndependance Party of the State of
New York, aside fromthat. Insanity
I s evidenced when sonebody
attenpting to acconplish sonething
engages in the sane practice over
and over again, despite the fact

t hat he does or she does not succeed

I n acconplishing the goal. Tonight
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| heard tal k about a traditional
system and the concerns of the costs
I n maintaining that traditional
system and a few people, who you
squel ched, tried to point out to you
that there are other concerns that
ought to be addressed, not just
sinply dollars. That is one of the
things | want to speak about, and
that is the failure of the system

Let nme give you a sinple concrete

94
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exanple. Let's take a 30 m nute

tel evision program Stop and think
about the production of the 30

m nute television program | use
that as an analogy wth a classroom

t eacher who produces a 30 mnute
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programin a sense and perforns that
programin their class before a
limted audi ence.

MI1lions of dollars are spent to
produce that one 30 m nute program
The responsibility for the
production is divided up anongst a
host of specialists. You have
witers, you have actors, you have
techni ci ans, you have producers, et
cetera and so forth. But oft tine
the end result is the fact that
sonebody sitting in front of their
tel evision set picks up their renote
control and zap. There goes all of
that noney, all of that tine and
effort and energy, because the

audi ence was not receptive. Now

95
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think of a classroomteacher. | was
responsi bl e for producing five 30
m nute prograns a day, five
days- a- week, for 30 plus years. Wo
in the world has the talent, or the
capability, to sustain thensel ves
and do such a task. It flies in the
face of reality. You ignore the
changing world in which we exist.

Thank you one mnute. | don't
know why | bothered to cone if |I'm
not afforded the opportunity to
fully express ny ideas. The point
that |"'mtrying to make is this. In
t he post Korean war era technol ogy
| npacted our society and did
horrendous things to our education
system Nunber one, is putting an

end to the fact that young people
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could drop out of the school system
and mai ntain their personal dignity
because they could go out and get a
job. We wanted to |ay sewer pipe.

We have 20 nmen wth picks and

96
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shovel s, and they dug a ditch and

| ay a sewer pipe. Then al ong cane

t he backhoe and 20 nen no | onger had
enpl oynent, because one man with a
backhoe could dig that ditch and the
wor| d changed. But, at the sane
time, the educational system was
told, hey, what are we going to do
with all these kids who used to drop
out and had the dignity of

enpl oynent. W can't enploy them

anynor e.
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CO CHAI R LOSQUADRO  Number one,
| was on the |egislature when you
used to cone and speak. You nmay not
recogni ze nme, but | certainly
recogni ze you when you cane in.

Your tinme has expired, but we do
have a question fromone of the
menbers of the town, if you would
I ndul ge hi nf?

MR BYRNE: It is not so nuch a
gquestion. | just want to know, the

people in the front row, a | ot of

97
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t hose peopl e are personal friends of
mne. | don't think anybody up here
Is given a tine differential. |

don't want you to think that is the

case. That is not the case. The
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second thing is a lot of things that
t hese people are saying | happen to
agree wwth, but | don't knowif this
formis the forumwhere we're going
to change the entire systemin the
United States of Anmerica. Wat
we're trying to do is --

MR GOLDSTEIN. The Suffolk
County Legislature is fanous for the
fact --

CO- CHAI R LOSQUADRO
M. ol dstein, please do not
Interrupt the gentleman. He is
gi ving you the courtesy of asking
hi ma question. Please do not
I nterrupt him

MR, GOLDSTEIN: But he is making
a point that is erroneous, and |

cannot allow himto conti nue.
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2 CO CHAI R LOSQUADRO  You can

3 allow himthat. He is asking you a
4 question. Please, sir, finish your
5 guesti on.

6 MR. BYRNE: Again, | am not

7 trying to start an argunent. Wat

8 |"'mtrying to say is we're trying to
9 pick this apart bits and pieces and
10 get things done. [|I'mnot paid to be
11 up here. | don't know anybody who
12 Is. We're not against you. W're
13 not your eneny. W're trying to
14 find sone solutions here. | feel
15 that you're, like, mad. |' m nad,
16 too. |I'ma taxpayer. |I'mafraid
17 for everybody in this room | don't
18 know if we're going to get anywhere
19 If we're going to yell at each
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other. | don't think that anybody
Is getting a different allotnent of
tine.

That's what I'mtrying to say.
Ckay.

MR, GOLDSTEIN:  H p, hip hooray.
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And, thus, whatever | have to say
will be for naught. | won't even
get to finish what | have to say.
At least | would like to think there
Is a certain anount of logic to what
| was saying. Ot tinmes when |
woul d speak before the legislature |
woul d get applause fromny fell ow
citizens in the audi ence who had
appreciation for the things that |

was saying, and that is why | was
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referred to as Jimny Cricket,
because the presiding officer felt
that | served as the conscience to
the | egislator.

CHAI RMVAN D' AMARO.  Thank you, M.
Gol dstein. W appreciate your
comng in.

We do have a coupl e of
additional cards filled out. Next
I s Robert Donat o.

MR. DONATO.  Good eveni ng.

Well, we're here for

reconmendati ons, so I'magoing to

100
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give you a few. Seens we have 70
school districts on Long Island. |
think that is excessive. | was

before a system - -
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CHAI RVAN D AMARO. | n Suffol k.

MR. DONATO.  Sorry, in Suffolk.

| was before a system of town
school districts, in other words,
|slip Town, Smthtown School
Di strict, Brookhaven School
District. That would elimnate 70
down to a dozen. | think that would
be a big savings. Reduce the nunber
of adm nistrators. According to a
Newsday article Bay Shore has 31
adm nistrators, Half Hollow H Ils 50
adm ni strators, Brentwood 91
admnistrators. | can't inmagine 91
adm ni strators runni ng around the
school finding things to do. [|'m
not famliar wth the school
district. It seens insane to ne to
have these many people enployed wth

| avi sh perks and cars and benefits.
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2 It's crazy. | think there should be
3 nmore contribution towards the

4 nmedi cal expenses, towards retirenent
5 pl ans, maybe swtch to a 401K

6 System and if you do nake any

7 changes it is inportant to wite the
8 | egi sl ation properly so it does not
9 di srupt the school student | ocation.
10 In other words, in Islip Town you

11 don't want to switch a kid from

12 Cakdal e to Brentwood just to spite
13 hi m because of property taxes -- to
14 sw tch kids around. Maybe we should
15 cap sone salaries. Teachers deserve
16 to get paid well. O course we all
17 do -- making $200,000 a year. It is
18 alittle excessive. It is getting
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out of hand. The ol der

adm ni stration seens to be steeling
money from kids. d der

adm ni stration, ol der perks, ol der
salaries. It's too nuch. [t should
be controlled. In York County,

South Carolina they passed a

102
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property tax relief law wth a new
one cent sales tax. They hope to
fund the schools alnobst in entirety.
It is brand new, so they don't have
any results yet.

That's it. Sonme suggestions |
have. Do the best you can, please,
we need your hel p.

CHAI RVAN D AMARO  Thank you.

The | ast card we have is Joan
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12 O G ady.

13 M5. O GRADY: Hello, ny nane is

14 Joan O Gady and |'m here

15 representing the Mddle Country

16 Legislator Commttee. On that

17 conmmttee | represent the senior

18 citizens in our district. | amthe

19 financial secretary for the Mddle

20 Country Retirees Association. W

21 have, approxi mately, 420 case

22 nmenbers, nust be about naybe hal f or

23 alittle bit Iess of those total

24 retirees. | can tell you the fact

25 that 283 of those 420 have |eft the
103
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2 state. They have gone, retired to

3 tax friendly areas, Florida, South

4 Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia.
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Al'l those states. W send them a
letter four-tines-a-year. | wite
It and call it News from Hone, and
al nost any person who gets it wll
wite me back and tell nme how nuch
they m ss being on Long Island.
Those people that left |left because
of taxes. |'msure that nore than
hal f the them would be snowbirds if
they could go down and spend their
wnters down there. They want to
conme hone. A lot of them have cone
back to Lake Ronkonkoma, back to
Medf ord. They want their friends,
their famly. They want their Long
| sl and.

Long Island is one of the best
pl aces to live in so far as
geography. W have a few nonths of

winter. Many of us |ove the wnter.
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VWhat | want to tell you is they took

104
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with themtheir state pensions. |t
I's noney that New York State is
paying them and they're is spending
it el sewhere. Dollars for nedica
and noney for doctors are all down
there. They're not paying our
doctors. They're paying it down
there, and they left for that.

Now many of us still here on
Long Island renenber the years when
we had to pile on school buses and
travel to Al bany and beg for nore
noney. |t's been done to this day,
and | ow and behold a day before the
budget votes for the school budget

al ong cones a mllion and a half
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18 dollars fromthe state. If Is was

19 there the day before why wasn't it
20 there the nonth before. W al ways
21 have to beg. N ne tines out of ten
22 we get it. We get if fromthe
23 representatives. Senator Flanagan
24 has been wonderful, Engl ebright.
25 They have all been wonderful. W
105
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2 have to go to each one of them and
3 beg. W need a planetarium It is
4 a beautiful planetarium It has no
5 equi pnent because technol ogy has
6 changed so quickly we can't keep up
7 withit. So, we ask for that. W
8 need ecol ogi cally sound buses. W
9 have to go beg for all that nopney.
10 The noney is up there. It is upin
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Al bany.
What we feel is that the fornul a
for doling it out is wong. As
M. Bi xhorn has said, our shares
have not changed. They renai ned
12.7. Something is wong.
Sonething is absolutely wong here,
and nore noney is |eaving the state
because of the taxes on Long I sl and.
As a senior citizen | don't Ilike
to be in the position, and as a
senior citizen | have to tell you it
IS taxing us out of existence here.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN D' AMARO.  Thank you.

106
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Anyone el se would like to address

the commttee who has not done so
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4 al ready? GCkay then, | guess that

5 concl udes the public portion of this
6 evening. |, again, want to thank

7 you on behalf of all the comm ssion
8 nmenbers, everyone. | knowit is

9 difficult to find tinme and your

10 participation is essential. |

11 personal | y appreciate that, and |
12 assure you that we wll take al

13 your conmments under advi senent and
14 consider themvery carefully.

15 Thank you and have a good

16 eveni ng.

17 (Time ended: 8:00 p.m
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22
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CERTI FI CATE,

STATE OF NEW YORK )
. SS
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK )

|, KATHY J. DROSSEL, a Notary Public
within and for the State of New York, do hereby
certify:

THAT, the mnutes fromthis conmttee
neeting are hereinbefore set forth, and that
such testinony is a true record given by such
t esti nony.

| further certify that I amnot rel ated
to any of the parties; and that | amin no way

interested in the outcone of this matter.
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17 I N W TNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set
18 my hand this 28th day of October, 2006.

19

20

21

KATHY J. DROSSEL
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23

24

25
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